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ABSTRACT

Circumcision is a practice associated with the Prophet Abraham. Thus, it is reflected
in the three Abrahamic religions. This study examines the position of circumcision in
those religions and whether female circumcision is really based on Islamic teachings
or rather on local customs? It aims at exploring the religious dimensions of
circumcision among the followers of those religions. It is a descriptive analytical
study that examines the textual sources as well as the writings of their followers,
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with special focus on the dimensions given to this practice and the real position of
female circumcision in Islam. It concluded that circumcision is an obligatory practice
in Judaism and Islam. For Christianity, it is an obligatory practice that was dropped
by Paul based on his opinion that Christians should not follow the Law of Moses.
Female circumcision has no grounds in the three religions. In fact, it is a practice that
precedes the three religions and some communities continued to practice it after
conversion under customs influence.
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